FAIR HOUSING ORDINANCE -

ORDINANCE NO._346

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING AND MAKING UNLAWFUL DISCRIMINATION IN.HOUSING
AND/OR REAL PROPERTY BECAUSE OF RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, CREED, NATIONAL
ORIGIN, ANCESTRY, SEX, OR DISABILITY IN THE VIXEAGRACITY OF Bessemer

“WHEREAS, thet¥illagey City of Bessemer__, Michigan desxré§ to assure equal opﬁortumty
to all residents regardless of race, color; religion, creed, natmnal ong1n.-_or ancestry, sex, Or
disability, to live in decent, sanitary, and healthful hvmg quarters,‘ d,

WHEREAS, the 1963 Constitution of the State of Mlchlgan prmnde as follows in Article 1
(Section 2) “..no person shall be denied the equal protection of the {aws; it shall any
'person bé demed the enjoyment of his civil.or pelitical rights or be discriminated against in
the exercise thereof because of religion; Tace, color er natmnal ongm‘ " (Section 4)

"..The civil and political rights, privileges and capacmes of no perseri‘shall be diminished
or enlarged on account of his rehglous behef " {Section 9)*%.Neither slavery, nor
mvoluntary servitude unless for thé pumshment crime, shall ever be tolerated in this
state...” and, ~

WHEREAS, the Congress of th United Statas has prowded that * ‘it is the policy of the United
States to promde wn‘hm cep ' Onal_hm’tatlons -:for fair- housing throughout the United

sale or tal of a dweﬂmg, or inm the prowsmn of semces or facﬂmes in
connectxo ‘therewith because of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.

E:3

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE ViLAGE PRESIDENT/MAYOR AND YHLAGE
BGARB/CITY COUNCIL OF THE ¥HiAGE{CITY OF Bessemer _ MICHIGAN, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. DECLARATION OF POLICY:

a, In furthering the policy of the State of Michigan as expressed in its
Constitution and other Laws; in order that the safety and geiieral welfare,
peace and health of all the inhabitants of the Vﬂlage/ City may be ensured, it




is hereby declared the policy of the Willsgey City of Bessemer ., Michigan,

‘toassure equal opportunity te all residents; regardless of race, color religion,
national origin or ancestry; sex, creed, or physical disability to live in decent;
sanitary; healthful, standard living quarters.

b. It is the policy of the VillageyCity of Bessemer _that no owner, lessee,
sub-lessee, assignee, managing agent, or other person, firm or corporation
having the right to sell, rent, lease (or otherwise control) any housing
accommodation and/or real property within the Yillagey/City, or any agent of
these shall refuse to sell, rént, lease, or othermse_"deny to or withhold from
any person or group of persons such housmg-‘"\ccommodanons and/or real
property because of race; color, religion, narl:mnal origin or ancestry, sex,
creed, or disability of such person or persons or discriminate against. any
person orpersons because of race, color, religion, na al origin or ancestry,
sex, creed or disability in the COHdlthIIS, ferms, prmleges of the sale, réental
or lease of any housing accommodanon and/or real pro erty or in the
furnishing of facilities and /or semces in connecuon therew1 ;i

. Relocation shall be carned out ina ma:nner that -W"ll'»_promote Jnaximum
choice within the cominunity’s total housing supply;lessen racial, ethnic, and
economic concentrations; and facilitate’desegregation and radially inclusive
patterns of occipancy and use of pubhc and ;mvate facilities.

SECTION 2. DEFINHTIONS

Unless a different meaning cle Z_ly appears from the ¢ontext, the, following terms shall have
the meaning as de Tih d in this SECTION an fas used in this Ordinance.

a:  DISCRI .INATE; The terms "dlscnmmate” or “discrimination” mean any
R - -any Way toward a person or persons in the terms of

any “bullding, structure, or portion thereof which is used or occupied,
maintained, arranged or designed to be used or occupied as a home,
residence or sleeping place of one or more human beings, or-any real estate
so used, designed or intended for such use.

C. REAL PROPERTY - The term “real property” mearns any real estate, vacant
land, building, stricture or “housing accorhmodations within the corporate
limits of theiNdgeXCity of Besseme rMichigan. :




d. REAL ESTATE BROKER - The term “real estate broker” means any person,
partnership, association, corporation and/or agent thereof, who for a fee or
other valuable consideration offers; sells, purchases, exchanges or rents, or
negotiates for the sale, purchase, exchange or rental of & housing
accommodation and/or real property of another, or collécts rental for the use
of housing accommodation and/or real property of ariother.

e. ~ FINANCIAL INSTITUTION - The termn “financial institution” means any

person, institution or business entity of any kind which loans money to

persons dnd receives as security for said loans a ecured interest of any kind
in the real property of the borrower.

f. OWNER.- An “owner” means any person/person who hoId legal or equitable
title to, or own aiiy bereficial interest in any real p¥ tty or who hold legal
or equitable title to shares of, or hold; any beneficial interest in any’ Teal estate

¢ooperative which owris any real proper’cy and/ or housmg decol

g DECENT, SANITARY, HEALTHFUL STANDARD LWING QUARTERS - “Decent,.
sanitary, healthful standard hvmg quarters is h »
clean, and weather ""'ht condmcn m confoxmance “with apphcable local,

state, and national codgs. .,

SECTION 3; PRQHIB_{TEJ); CTS:

1t shall be unlawful for any
salesman, financial institution empl@y&e bf,._the ﬁnéancial' i,n-stimti,o_n,_ advertiser,_ or agént
of any or all of the fdregoing, to disériminate against any person or persons because of their
race, color, religid atiohal orxgln or ancestryi sex, creed, or disability with regard to the
sale, exchange. or renta] or: any'deahng concermng any housmg accomnmodation and/or

. real pro Herty.

which is in sound,




N

o

In addition to the foregoing, it shall also be unlawful for any real estate broker or employee
thereof, owner or other persom; or financial institution dealing with honsing or real

property in the ¥ilag#/City of Besseme r , Michigan:

" accommodation.an

To discriminate against any person in the availability of or the price, terms,
conditions; or privileges of any lind relating to the sale, rental, lease, or
occupancy of any holsing accommodation or real property in the-
Village/City or in furnishing of any facilities or services in connection
therewith. '

To publish or circulate, or cause to be published or circulated, any notice;
statement or advertisement, or to announce a. olicy, orto use any form of
application, for the purchase, lease, rental or financing 6f real property, or 1o
make any record ef inquiry in congection with the prospective purchase,

ich expresses directly or indirectly any
‘national origif or st

rental or lease of such real estate, whit
discrimination. as to. race, color, . religl
creed or disability of any person: - -

_ for - , guaranteeing loans,
accepting mortgages -0F. therwise obtafning or making available funds for
the purchase, acquisition, constructio ‘rehabilitation, repair or maintenance
of any housing accommodation and/or.

To soficit for. sale, lease, or listirig for tie sale or lease, of any housing
foi,arid/or real property on the grounds of loss of value because.
of the present or:pr pective entry into any neighborhood of any person or
t5ons of any particular race; €olor, religion, national origin or ancestry, sex,

) use: 1o be distributed, written material or statements
iditce any owner Or any’ housing accommodation and/or-real
ell or lease his or her property because of any present of
ive-change in the tace, color, religion, national origin .or ancestry,
or-disability of persons in the neighborheod.

To make;any misrepresentations coneerning the listing for sale or the
anticipatéd listing for-sale or the sale of any-housing dccommuodatien and/or
real property for the purpose of inducing or attempting to induce the sale or
listing for sale of any housing accommodation and/or real property by
_re‘p_reéenting that the presence or anticipated presence of persons of any
particular race, color, religion, national origin ar ancestry, seX, creed, or
disability ini the area will or may result in the lowering of property values in.
the block, neighborhood or area in which the property is located.




g For an owner to solicit any real eState ‘broker to sell, rént or otherwise deal with.
such owner's housing accommodations and/or real property with any limitation on
its sale hased on race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry, sex, creed, or'

-disahility.

h. For an owner to refuse to sell, rent, or otherwise deal with any housing
accommiodation and/or real property because of race, color, religion, national origin
or ancesiry, sex, creed, or disability of the proposed buyer or tenant.

SECTION 4. PENALTY:

Any person convicted of violating any of the provisiens of this Ordm nice shall be punished by a fine
of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than fiftée hundred dollars ($1,500.00).
Each day a violation continues shall constitute a separate violatiori: : Thi ‘tion: shall in no way.
abrogate of impair the right of the BHAEE ity of Bessemer ., Mi o specifically’ enforce,
by any legal means, any of the provisions of this Grdlnance

SECTICN 5:

That all Ordinances and part$ thereof in coﬁ ct herewﬂ:h are expi aled and are of o

‘other force and effect.

SECTION 6:

That it is the iutention of the \KH@@EE&X&HXCH}Z Councﬂ of the Yilldge)City of Resseme
Michigan that this Ordmam:é nd. every proyi ion thereof shall be tonsidered separable, and the
invalidity of any section, clau rovision of this Grdmance shall nat affect the validity of any.
other portion of this Ordinance: :

SECTION 7:

‘That thls Ordmance.shali be knowulas Ordmance No. 346 of the %Xli@é)(c;ty OfB_e_S_S_emE_L,

; 4‘_;,0 il {year).

. »?Ql?_[ye'ar).

L.

ATTEST:
Ll

/‘Mgé)(clty Clerk (SEAL)




