
A regular meeting of the Downtown Development Authority for the  

City of Bessemer was held in the DDA meeting room on 

Thursday, June 9th, 2022 at 6:00 PM 

Call to order at 6:05 PM 

Present: Matonich, Swanson, Whitburn, Bromley, Osier 

Absent: Leskoviansky, Zak, Meinke 

A quorum was present 

Swanson made a motion to approve May’s minutes Whitburn seconded it. Roll call was taken. 

Yeses: Bromley, Matonich, Whitburn, Osier, Swanson. Noes: none. It passed unanimously. 

Staff gave a presentation about the history and powers of a downtown development authority. 

After the presentation they discussed potential future projects. Osier mentioned turning the old 

Gamble’s building into offices. Matonich suggested a craft workshop. It was also mentioned that 

parking downtown is a big issue that needs to be addressed. Bromley asked about expanding 

the TIF district to include more or all Bessemer businesses. 

The board discussed the training materials. 

Board discussed the finances. Matonich made a motion to approve finances Bromley seconded 

it. 

Matonich nominated Osier as new chair Whitburn seconded it. Osier said he would accept the 

role as chair for one year. Roll call was taken. Yeses: Bromley, Swanson, Matonich, Whitburn, 

Osier. Noes: none. It passed unanimously 

The staff contract between the DDA and the City of Bessemer was signed by Osier. 

The DDA received the annual report from the Bessemer Area Historical Society and placed it on 

file. 

Flowers have been started and planted by volunteers. The planters have been placed 

downtown. 



Staff briefly went over some projects that are included in the DDA plan and gave the members 

copies of the Tax Increment Financing district. She also said that the authority receives its 

funding after taxes goes out every two weeks as they are paid by residents. 

There were no new Pop-Up Shops or Façade Assistance.  

The DDA was presented with a formal outline of the façade assistance program. Whitburn made 

a motion to accept it as is, Matonich seconded it. Roll call was taken. Yeses: Osier, Bromley, 

Swanson, Matonich, Whitburn. Noes: none. It passed unanimously. 

The board discussed the tree grates and were provided with a list of potential trees to go 

downtown. Staff explained that the number of grates needed is 13 and not 10 as originally 

planned. The board asked the staff to look into the contract with Jake’s Excavating for the 

project being done this summer. 

A request for quotes was presented to the board for concrete removal on the south ¾ of Sophie 

St between Sellar and Longyear. Matonich made the motion to have staff send out RFQs 

Whitburn seconded it.  

Staff explained that planters and plants can be put between the curb and sidewalk on the 

Highway through town. The board was presented with some options as to what could be placed 

there. No decision was made. 

There was no public comment. 

Whitburn made a motion to adjourn at 6:50. Bromley seconded it. Roll call was taken. Yeses: 

Bromley, Whitburn, Osier, Swanson, Matonich. Noes: none. It passed unanimously. 


